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Bearing the scars of a belief

in people from another world

By LIBBY MOFFET

ottom of thei arden, but Whitley
m o r t
Strieber says aliens live in the woods
outside his house. And he's got scars that
seem 1o prove it. |
Almost three years ago the American
author experienced his first encounter
with what he calls “non-human be:u{l".
That incident formed the basis of
book Communion — A True Story, a
novel which has hit a nerve with thou-
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portant — | see no reason to pretend it

didn't happen or to hide it.”

Whitley belicves an i ing number

of aliens are contact with humans
he can no explanation for

why they choose certain individuals over

“We may not be very good at dealing
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“We may not be very al aeanng
with this, whatever it is, but we're going
to have to learn to get better at it because
otherwise it's our own misfortune.

more powerful than his own. Descrip-
tions of the non-human beings differ, but
one common factor is the big, black eyes.
"Ewryonemthue_-‘wum'tm
them, they're so arresting.

Whitley doesn't confess to know why
the aliens are visiting and he's prepared
to concede that maybe they don’t exist,

now meet in secret socicty gatherings in
the United States 1o discuss their encoun-
ters. This contact, and Whitley's

ansrnuntare nenmniad him tn emite a afc.
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encounters, him to write a sec-

“If people become generally aware that
the aliens are real, there's another book
that I'd write . . . about a number of issues
concerning how to live with them . .. if
they come to us.”

— AAP

HE INCREASE in Asian immigration
since 1971 does not point to an “Asiani-
sation” of Australia but rather to a normal-
isation of our place, as an independent
nation, in the Asia-Pacific region. _
Eighty per cent of Australians were born in
Australia. The mqioﬁlgﬁm descendants of
British stock. In the 1986 census, 35 per cent
indicated either an English, A n, or
Australian-English ancestry. Another 10 per

cent said their was either Irish, Scot-
tish, British, English-Irish, English-Scottish,
or Insh-Scottish.

Only 1.1 per cent of Australians indicated
an Asian (Chinese) ancestry. Figures for
other eastern Asian and south-east Asian an-
cestries are less than (.5 per cent. _

| Historically, racism and fear of economic
' competition underpinned the opposition to
Asian immigrants in Australia. When the
‘ first Chinese were recruited in the 1840s as
farm labourers. the local free workers object-
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farm labourers, the local free workers object-
ed because they benefited from a labour mar-
ket in which workers were in scarce supply.

The different physical appearance, language,
and habits of ﬂ inese made them an casy
target for racial vilification.

i ihe 4500 6 whemlocal gold-tie
life in the
gers felt threatened by the thousands of Chi-
nese miners ing to the goldfields. From
all accounts, the Ch were patient and

slow but SuUCCEss was sometimes ex-
violently, as in the case of the 1861
riots at Lambing Flat. . _
Nurturing, and nurtured by, this anti-
Asian sentiment was a prev view of
Australia as a British outpost in Asia,
by rugged white Australian Britons.
When the Australian Colonics federated in
1901, one of the first Bills of the Australian

!
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